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Whatwasthe definition of planet?
(before 2006)

The definition oplanetwas very much like the
definition ofobscenity
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Unfortunately, this is not
as straightforward as it at
first seems.



What Is a planet?

A It was smaller than a star. |
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A How big is big énough to not be an astero'ld’? '
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This has happened before!

A 4 largest asteroids in the Asteroid Belt

Ceres Pallas
Juno Vesta

were all considered planets when they were
first discovered (180D7).

A This nomenclature remained for several
decades



