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What wasthe definition of planet?
(before 2006)

The definition of planetwas very much like the 
definition of obscenity:

άL ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦέ

Unfortunately, this is not 
as straightforward as it at 
first seems.



What is a planet?

ÅIt was smaller than a star.

ÅBigger than an asteroid.

ÅCircled a star and not another planet.



Problem!

ÅAs we find more planets beyond the solar 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŀ ǎǘŀǊΚ ! ǎǘǊŀȅ 
planet?

ÅWhat if it is a dead star?

ÅHow big is big enough to not be an asteroid?

Å²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΚ



This has happened before!

Å4 largest asteroids in the Asteroid Belt
Ceres Pallas
Juno Vesta
were all considered planets when they were 
first discovered (1801-07).

ÅThis nomenclature remained for several 
decades


